1(5        THE PRINCIPLES OF WAR

Therefore, the teaching of war does not concern
itself only with knowledge (savoir), but also with power
to achieve(pouvon), beyond the cognizance of principles,
it enforces their constant application, which alone is
capably of fostering judgment, will, the ability to act
rationally and therefore efficiently.

In order to have power to achieve (pouvoir), one must
know (savoir). This is undeniable. " Knowledge is far
from achievement; but the leap does not start from
ignorance; quite on the contrary, from knowledge.
Vom Wissen zum konnen ist immer ein Sprung; der
Sprung aber ist vom Wissen und nicht vom Nichtwissen "

Moreover knowledge, a necessary condition, soon
provides convictions, confidence, the faculty of en-
lightened decision. It creates the power to act, and
indeed makes the men of action. It lies at the root of will.

" When a fighting man," says General de Peucker,
" has the intimate feeling of being enlightened, when
he knows that the instruction he has acoruired enables
him to find his way easily amidst very difficult circum-
stances, his will becomes more firm, he acquires the
faculty of taking a clear resolution at the right time and
of carrying it out in a practical way.

" Anybody, on the contrary, who is conscious of his
own ignorance or of his need to ask for other people's
advice is always undecided, perplexed, apt to lose his
spirit.

" This quality of will is of course the prime element
in a fighting man, but where can energy lead to, if one
w not sufficiently educated to know what goal must be aimed
at and what is the way to reach the goal ? "

How can judgment and decision be trained in a school ?
Let Marshal von Moltke tell us :

"The teaching of military knowledge," he writes,
" has before all the object of bringing the student to
utilise his intellectual equipment (i e. the theory his
master has taught him). Such a reciprocal and quicken-
ing action cannot be obtained when the master merely
teaches and the student merely listens. On the con-
trary, it takes place quite naturally when the professor
adds to liis technical lessons some evcercises in the course
of which the matters taught are applied to some particular
cases."